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Category: Basic Bead Definitions

Subcategory: Bead

Tip: Bead Shapes

As you begin making bead jewelry you will realize that the choices of shapes are
endless. Beads can be flat, square, elongated or cut like gemstones. Donuts are a great
example of a specialty bead that can be turned into striking jewelry. Often used as
pendants, donuts can be perfectly round beads, irregularly shaped or even shaped like
"Figure 8s". A donut bead has a hole in the middle through which you attach a cord,
turning it into a necklace. Donut beads are most commonly made from a semi-precious
gemstone.

Tip: Bead Variety

Beads can be made of anything: gem stones, wood, metal, glass. The most widely used
beads are semi-precious gemstone or glass. Glass beads are currently popular for their
affordability and the wide variety of colors and styles that are available. You can buy
beads in one color or in an assortment of colors on the same strand. Some glass beads
even come with a silver-lined or a gold-lined or copper-lined core, covered with
transparent glass for extra sparkle.

Category: Bead Storage

Subcategory: Bead Storage Containers

Tip: Keeping Your Beads Organized: Bead Storage Jars

If you are a beginner at bead jewelry making, you already know that your bead
collection can get out of control quickly. Every bead artist needs storage for beads.
Stacking bead storage jars are popular since each section has both a container and a
lid for the section below it. You can reorganize your beads without taking them out of
their bead storage container. Bead containers usually come in various sizes (for
different bead sizes) and are made of sturdy, clear, high-impact plastic. Since you can
easily see the contents, these storage containers are ideal. You can label if you need to,
but just by being able to see what you have, you are already ahead of the game!

Tip: Light Weight Carrying Cases

For durable, lightweight and portable containers, visit your local sporting goods or
fishing tackle store. Tackle boxes come in a variety of shapes and sizes and are
relatively inexpensive. You could even have one for each project!



Tip: Transporting Your Ceramic Trays

Here’'s a tip | learned many years ago when | took a class from Virginia Blakelock,
author of Those Bad, Bad Beads: Try a pistol case (turn the foam pieces inside over so
you have two flat surfaces) for transporting ceramic trays and you don’t have to put
away your beads! Just cover the tray with a piece of aluminum foil, put the tray in the
case, close the lid and you re ready to go!

Category: Bead Store

Subcategory: Bead Store Online

Tip: Plan Ahead

If you are making your first piece of beaded jewelry, you may be nervous about buying
online. It feels better to be able to touch and feel the beads and to see the whole range
of supplies in front of you when you are unsure of how to begin. Don't be afraid to visit a
craft store or buy a book before you set out to buy. Get an idea of what you like. Go
online for unique lamp work beads and go online to buy bulk once you know what you
want to create. Look for sites that really tell you what they offer, not sites that obviously
"oversell." Finally, don't be lazy! Return substandard products to the online store if they
don't meet your expectations. Once you do find a company you can trust, be loyal and
build a relationship - you'll be glad you did!

Category: Beading Supplies

Subcategory: Beading Supplies

Tip: Beading Supplies: Organizing for Efficiency

You have your beading supplies and you are starting your home business, now it is time
to get organized and stay organized for maximum performance. You may not realize
how much time you will waste in a disorganized workspace, time that could be spent
finishing products that will reward you with a profit. The key to organizing your
workspace is to find what works best for you. Everyone is different and works differently,
but here are some ideas that can help keep your beading supplies in order and can be
purchased easily through a beading and jewelry supply company. - Organize your
Beads: This includes using bead storage containers, cases, and jars. Use a word
program to not only keep track of your inventory, but to record where you purchased
them as well. - Don't neglect your worktable. Keeping your worktable free of debris will
allow you to be more productive. Make sure that you have adequate lighting as well. -



Protect your Investment- Make sure that you store your equipment, tools, and supplies
in containers that will prevent them from rusting, deteriorating, or fading. This is also
true if your workroom is in an area that is subject to humidity.

Subcategory: Jewelry Beading Supplies

Tip: Bead Board

If you are a beginner, all of the beading accessories out there can be intimidating. Bead
boards are a great tool for the beginning jewelry maker and it is definitely something you
will need to plan out your bead necklaces and bead bracelets. A bead board is used for
quick and easy jewelry beading. A full size bead board has three channels for designing
necklaces up to 46" and three straight channels for making bracelets and anklets up to
9". A large bead board has 10 storage bins for organizing beading supplies such as
beads, findings and stringing materials. A small bead board comes with three channels
for designing necklaces up to 34" and has six storage bins for beading supplies. Don't
worry about starting small and building up your bead supply.

Tip: Bead Board

A Bead board makes jewelry design and stringing much easier. The board's curved
groove lets you arrange beads just like they'll appear around your neck. You can move
them around until you are happy with the arrangement. The bead board also has a
measuring scale so that you know whether your necklace or bracelet is the right length
before you start stringing. Most bead boards also have compartments to hold and sort
your beads as you design. Their are several different styles of boards available.
Inexpensive but functional boards are made from molded plastic. The best ones have a
fuzzy surface applied to the plastic to assist in keeping the beads in the place you set
them.

Tip: What's In the Beading Supply Tool Box?

The beading tools in you tool box contents differ, depending on what kind of beading
you plan to do. Off-loom beading: beading needles, extra-long beading needles, small
scissors, thread conditioner (Thread Heaven or bees wax), plastic trays or small
containers for holding beads that are in the process of being used, an emery board, and
clear nail polish for sealing knots, a pair of needle-nose pliers (for pulling a needle
through a tight bead) and wire cutters, in case you need to break a bead in the middle of
your piece. Jewelry Stringing (bracelets and necklaces): needle nosed pliers with a
smooth (non-serrated) gripping surface, round nosed pliers, wire cutters (light duty),
utility tweezers, bead design board (for laying out the design before stringing - and to
determine finished length), crimping pliers (if using crimps with products such as
Beadalon or Acculon). Optional tools that may be useful for certain types of jewelry:
Split nosed pliers or tweezers (for holding split rings open just enough to slip findings



onto them), a bead reamer (for filing rough edges inside of bead that may cut your
stringing material) and a jump ring opener/closer (if you use lots of open jump rings in
your designs). Earring construction: needle nosed pliers with a smooth (non-serrated)
gripping surface, round nosed pliers (for forming loops), wire cutters (light duty), utility
tweezers (sometimes good for grasping small beads) Wire wrap jewelry: needle nosed
pliers with a smooth (non-serrated) gripping surface, round nosed pliers, wire cutters
(may want to invest in flush cutting pliers), wire "jig" (for forming intricate shapes, loops
and links), a coiling jig (for making well formed wire coils (spring shapes), fine diamond
file (filing rough ends), nylon jaw pliers (to avoid marking wire)

Category: Collectible Beads

Subcategory: Collectible Beads

Tip: Prayer Beads

Prayer beads are found in many of the world's major religions, including Hindu,
Buddhism, Islam and Catholicism. They help practitioners keep track of the number of
prayers they say.

Category: Copper Jewelry

Subcategory: Copper Jewelry

Tip: Copper Chain

There's another alternative to copper wire for your copper beading projects. Along with
copper wire, most wholesalers carry a variety of copper chains that can be purchased in
bulk lengths. You add your own copper jewelry findings to create chains, bracelets, and
necklaces. Or, you can purchase finished chains in a variety of lengths. Look for a
dealer who carries a variety of different chain styles. The best chains feature closed
links for strength, and are created of solid copper links.

Tip: Copper Enameling

Traditionally, enamel projects are created on metal pieces like copper beads. If you use
copper beads when you enamel, look for dealers who carry the right type of beads for
enameling projects. These beads should be seamless, and they should have an
unpolished surface to take and hold the enamel as you apply it to the copper. Many
enamelers also use copper tubing as a base for their beads. The advantage of using
pre-made wholesale copper beads for enameling projects is that you don't have to
create bead shapes during the process. The pre-made copper beads are already



formed and drilled, so all you need to do is craft the enamel.

Tip: Plated Ceramic Beads

There's a new trend in copper beads that some wholesalers are beginning to carry.
These are ceramic beads are kiln-fired, dipped in metal, kiln-fired again, and then
dipped in metal once more. This technique gives the fine, highly-carved detail of
ceramic beads combined with the sheen of copper. The beads are available in copper
or copper patina finishes, and are quite striking. Most dealers refer to these beads as
"metalized ceramic," and they also come in other metal finishes. They come in all sizes
from seed beads to large, singular beads and findings.

Category: Crystal Jewelry

Subcategory: Healing Crystals

Tip: Crystals and Headaches

Besides being used for crystal jewelry such as crystal beads and crystal pendants,
healing crystals such as fluorite and rose quartz can be shaped into wands and used to
concentrate healing energy to an area of discomfort. Crystal jewelry pieces made of
fluorite and rose quartz are excellent for relieving headache pain. You might consider
wearing fluorite or rose quartz crystal earrings.

Category: Gemstones

Subcategory: Gem Stone Jewelry

Tip: Flourite Gemstones

Gem stones come in many sizes, shapes and colors. Gem stone jewelry can take its
shape from a variety of influences like lapis cubes, rose quartz triangles, tigereye stars
or goldstone hearts. If you are looking for a beautiful mineral to use in your jewelry
making, you should consider Fluorite. Fluorite comes in shades of purple, pale green,
pale blue and almost clear. Fluorite gemstone beads can also be found in yellow and
gold tones. You should be careful if you choose Fluorite for your jewelry making
because its a very soft gemstone and is prone to scratching and fracturing.

Tip: Unique Gemstone Jewelry Design
If you want to create an unusual and unique piece of gemstone jewelry, you can
consider either design or materials to make it stand out in a crowd. For example, a



short, single-strand necklace with a clasp on the end would typically call for carefully
arranged gemstones descending in size. Tweak this design and alternate your large
and small beads with a fabulous center pendant. Or group gemstones of a more
dominant color together and create a fading effect. An unusual material to use in your
jewelry making would be Carnelian gemstones. Carnelian gemstones are bright
red-orange to deep, brown-orange chalcedony. Small carnelian gem stone beads will
appear more translucent; large beads will appear more opaque. They look terrific on a
unique and bold piece of bead jewelry.

Subcategory: Gemstones

Tip: Cleaning Precious Gemstones

There are different ways to clean gemstone beads. However, due to the different
hardness levels of individual precious gem stone beads, certain methods of cleaning
gemstones are more suitable for one type than another. There are five main methods of
cleaning gemstones. They are as follows: - Steaming- suitable for gemstones that have
a high degree of hardness - Ultrasonic- suitable for gemstones that have a high degree
of hardness - Boiling- only recommended for cleaning diamonds - Cleaners-are not
suited for soft gemstones - Soap- are not suitable for the softest gemstones - Cloth-
available for all gem stone bead types As with any gemstone jewelry, you should always
read the care and cleaning instructions that are included with any wholesale gem stone
you purchase.

Tip: Working with Loose Gemstone Beads

Working with loose gemstone beads can be tricky at times. A great beader's trick is to
use a piece of felt (available for purchase in your local craft stores usually for about 10
cents a square) and lay your loose gem stone beads on the felt. When you are working,
the felt will prevent the loose gemstone beads from sliding across your worktable.

Category: Glass Beads

Subcategory: Glass Bead Tips

Tip: Marea Finish

Marea finish is similar to an AB coating, in that it is applied to a variety of bead "base
colors’. Marea finish will appear pink to gold, depending on the source of light and the
color of bead underneath. It is most commonly found on glass beads from the Czech
Republic ("Czech Glass").



Subcategory: Glass Beads

Tip: India Loop Glass Beads

If you're looking for some really whimsical glass beads that are extremely simple to use,
ask your wholesaler for India loop glass beads. These beads come complete with a
brass loop set in into the top of the bead. This loop is ready for stringing, wiring, or
mounting on a chain. You can use these glass beads as charms, small necklaces, and
even pendants with some of the larger beads. They come in many shapes, colors, and
sizes, some transparent and others opaque. Some dealers also carry handy mixtures of
these glass beads, so you can mix and match several different beads in your designs.

Category: Gold Beads

Subcategory: Gold Bead Tips

Tip: Gold Filled vs. Gold Plated

Gold filled wire and beads are different then gold plated wire and beads. The difference
lies in the amount of gold used. Gold-plated products have a thin layer of gold, around
seven millionths of an inch. Gold filled products must have at least one-twentieth of their
entire weight in 14K gold. That is why it's described as 14k/20. This means that
gold-plated items will not last as long as gold filled items. If you are making your
necklace for the long haul, you should spend the extra money for gold filled wire or gold
filled beads, which will maintain their luster with proper care. This is especially true with
gold beads, where the wear will be that much evident as the thin gold plate wears off.

Tip: Karat Weight of Gold Beads

The value of gold beads is measured in karats. A karat was originally the weight of a
seed of the Mediterranean carob tree. Today karat has two meanings: (1) 200
milligrams, or 3,086 grains troy, used for measuring the weight of gemstones; (2) a
measure of the amount of gold per 24 parts of gold ally. Thus, 24-karat gold beads are
pure, and 18-karat gold is % gold and % other metal. At the bottom of the spectrum are
metallic finish glass gold beads.

Tip: Liquid Gold Beads

Liquid gold is the name given to metal tube beads. These gold beads are similar to
bugle beads, but crafted of metal rather than glass. Liquid gold (and liquid silver) can be
used as spacers between other beads or massed on multiple strands for a shimmering
effect.



Tip: The Basics of Gold Filled Beads

Gold filled beads have a layer of 10kt or better gold that is mechanically bonded under
heat & pressure to one or more surfaces of supporting base metal, then rolled or drawn
to a given thickness. The quantity of gold must be at least 1/20th by weight of the total
product. Under FTC regulations, a product may be marked as 14, 12 or 10Kt gold-filled.
Karat measurement of the gold content must be part of the marking or designation. The
difference in the amount of real gold used is why gold filled beads are always much
more expensive than gold plated beads or beads that are labeled gold filled but don't tell
you the karat rating.

Category: Jewelry Findings

Subcategory: Findings

Tip: Stranded Wire

Jewelry beading supply stores offer a large range of miniature wires created especially
for bead stringing. You want beading wires that are soft, supple and strong so that they
can be knotted like thread. Metal beading wires are typically strong, so they can also be
fastened with metal crimps. Stranded wire products for beading are made from very tiny
strands of stainless steel (strong) and then are coated with clear or colored nylon
(smooth, vertatile colors for designs). To select the right wire, consider how flexible you
want the stringing cable to be. A seven strand product is fine for most applications and
is reasonably flexible. If you are using very light weight beads or need a very "drapey"
look, choose a product with more strands (e.g. 19 strands or 49 strands). You also need
to select diameter of the beading cable. Most gemstone beads or glass beads work well
with .015 inch diameter cable. Tiny bead or pearls requirer thinner cable, such as .012
inch or .010 inch sizes. Heavy beads (10mm and larger) need heavier cable - so used
.018 inch or larger sizes. Since most stranded cable is fastened at the end with crimps,
you will be doubling the wire at the ends. Remeber, you need to be able to fit the wire
through the inside of the beads twice at each end of the piece of jewelry.

Category: Jewelry Making

Subcategory: Hand Made Jewelry

Tip: Creating a Sterling Silver Necklace

A sterling silver bead can make for decoration or spacing in a necklace or bracelet.
Silver beads come in a multitude of shapes and sizes. Some sterling silver jewelry
beads are large, flat ovals with patterned surfaces. Others are shaped like stars,
beaded squares, berries and tubes. Patterned beads and shaped beads can accent a



